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Approval of August 13, 2008 minutes (5 minutes) 
 
Director’s Report – Lloyd Throne (30 minutes) 
 
Chief Deputy Director – Renee Webster-Hawkins (20 minutes) 

• Schedule 2009 CAC calendar 
 
CSD Partnerships – Helga Lemke (20 minutes) 
 
Associations Updates – (20 minutes) 
 
Community Services Division Program News – Pamela Harrison (15 minutes) 
 
Foothill Unity Center – (20 minutes) 

• CAA Agency Presentation –  Joan Whitenack, Executive Director 
 
Lunchtime Speaker  

• Nathan Dietrich, District Director, Congresswoman Matsui  (90 minutes) 
o Federal Budget  
o Continuing Resolution 
o Economic Stimulus Package 
o Changes with a New Administration 
o Priorities of Congresswoman Matsui 

 
Adjournment 
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Roll Call 
 
Community Action Agency of Butte County, Inc. 
Economic Opportunity Commission of San Luis Obispo County, Inc. 
Merced County Community Action Agency 
Community Action Partnership of Riverside County 
Community Action Partnership of San Bernardino County 
Community Action Agency of Tehama County 
Foothill Unity Center, Inc. 
Community Action of Napa Valley 
California Human Development Corporation 
Community Design Center 
Community Action Agency of San Mateo, Inc. 
Colusa-Glenn-Trinity Community Action Agency 
Rural Community Assistance Corporation 
Center for Employment Training 
California/Nevada Community Action Partnership 
Community Services & Development Department 
 
Conference Call  
 
Community Services and Employment Training, Inc. 
Community Action Partnership of Kern 
Redwood Community Action Agency 
Campesinos Unidos, Inc.  
 
 
Lloyd Throne called the meeting to order at 10am. 
 
Director’s Report 
 
Lloyd Throne, Director of CSD opened the discussion with the two priority subjects, the 
Presidential election and the crisis with the economy and the State budget.  The State 
budget numbers have never been so large.  The mortgage crisis has deepened, 
unemployment has increased and the stock market has dropped significantly.  As a 
result, the State is facing a projected $11 billion revenue shortfall this fiscal year.  The 
Governor is proposing a combination of economic stimulus measures, programs to keep 
Californians in their homes, revenue increases and spending reductions to address the 
real, immediate financial problems.  Along with the revenue shortage, the  
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State is spending about $1.00 for every 90 cents it takes in.  The Governor is proposing 
furloughs for all State employees, reduction of State holidays, four day work weeks and 
no overtime.  These changes will save the State roughly $1.4 billion over two years.  
With the decline in retail sales and automobiles and the loss of capital gains, the State’s 
cash flow is threatened.  The Governor will call for $4.5 billion in cuts to the current-year 
budget.  These cuts will affect education funding, higher education funding, SSI/SSP 
grants, CalWORKS, state employee compensation, Dept. of Corrections, public safety 
programs and Medi-Cal benefits.  The Governor is also proposing $4.7 billion in new 
revenues in the form of a temporary sales tax increase, broadening the sales and use 
tax, an oil severance tax to oil producers and an increase in the alcohol and excise tax. 
Lloyd then changed the subject to the Presidential election.  Presidential elect Obama 
has run on a platform of “Change” and with the new administration “change” is going to 
occur.  Historically Obama has been an advocate for the poor and a proponent of the 
Earned Income Tax Credit, increasing the minimum wage, helping Americans purchase 
their own homes without relying on predatory lenders, lowering the costs of college 
education and ensuring that low-income students have access to the best teachers and 
promoting responsible fatherhood.  Obama’s “think tank” has already developed many 
public policy proposals for tackling the economic crisis in a way that promotes 
environmental as well as economic stability and sustainability, and essentially designing 
and executing a set of changes that taken together will leas to nothing less than a 
fundamental societal transformation.  Lloyd said that for certain, we can expect the 
shifting of focus towards our network and capacity to effective and efficient services and 
the emphasis on green and renewable energy.  We must accept that with the new 
administration change will come and that we must be ready and willing to accept the 
responsibilities and adapt to the changes.  Lloyd said that OCS will have a new found 
focus on community action; yet we will have more responsibility and accountability.  
However, the good side of this is that Congress will now see the good work that we do.  
Lloyd shared his thoughts on the NCAF conference in Florida that took place the end of 
October.  He said the group was very excited about the election results and that there 
had not been this much excitement since the Kennedy administration, that was 44 years 
ago.  Lloyd said there is new excitement to help the low-income and poverty stricken 
population and now we will see a lot of support for CSBG.  Lloyd asked the network 
where do they want community action to go in the future.  He said that new legislation 
will be written and it is very important that the CAP’s insert their thoughts and 
suggestions.  He mentioned that if your CAP is contacted to respond to a survey, to  
make that survey a priority and answer right away.  Your response will influence the 
new legislation.  Lloyd then went on to discuss CSD solar initiative and said that he and 
Morgan Stanley had given a presentation of this initiative at the NCAF conference and 
the presentation was received very well.  He said David Bradley was given a copy of 
CSD’s solar initiative and Lloyd feels that California can be first in line to be part of the 
solar projects for low-income homes. 
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Chief Deputy Director’s Report 
 
In Renee’ Webster/Hawkins absence, Pamela Harrison established the 2009 CAC 
meeting dates at CSD.  Those meeting dates are as follows: 
 

Wednesday, February, 11, 2009 
Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

 
These CAC meetings are always held at CSD in Sacramento from 10am – 2pm.  You 
can also view these dates on CSD website under calendar events for CSBG. 
 
CSD Partnerships 
 
Helga Lemke from CSD said the “kick off” of the asset development peer learning 
cluster at the last Cal Neva meeting seemed to go very well.  She said that Citi who is a 
key part of the Cal/Neva – Citi – CSD partnership was also pleased.  Helga alerted 
everyone to an e-mail that she would be sending out shortly which will be followed by an 
e-mail from RCAA.  The e-mail will inform the network about an opportunity to acquire 
VISTA volunteer spots.  RCAA, an experienced VISTA grantee, will send the network a 
survey/application to determine interest.  RCAA will work with the selected agencies to 
develop work plans.  RCAA will be responsible for developing the grant proposal to 
VISTA and for oversight of grant as well as recruiting and training VISTA volunteers.  
RCAA has conferred with the State VISTA office which has encouraged a statewide 
application.  There will be 15-18 slots available.  Helga shared with the network the 3 
new bills (AB3018 – green jobs; AB2574 – prisoner re-entry; and AB2570 – 
Employment Training Panel) which may be of interest to grantees.  Helga said that 
Glenn County is still trying to coordinate a visit by both Lloyd Throne and John Wagner, 
Director of Department of Social Services to showcase how community action has 
helped the county to have an outstanding work participation rate.  Helga reminded the 
network that the new state legislative session starts December 1st and encouraged 
agencies with new members in their districts to “meet and greet” those legislators.   
 
Associations Updates 
 
Butte County –  Tom mentioned that the Community Action Partnerships should think 
about doing a mind shift from describing themselves as weatherization programs to 
calling themselves “green”.  He said that the CAP’s should repackage their descriptions 
as “green” instead of weatherization. 
 
Orange County – “Buddy” Ray from Orange County said that the national prospective 
needs to point toward community action and not another existing program. 
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San Bernardino – Pat Nickols from San Bernardino talked about a “green” initiative that 
is occurring in San Bernardino.  Pat will contact the people involved and hopefully invite 
the appropriate person to speak at a future CAC meeting. 
 
San Luis Obispo – Elizabeth (Biz) Steinberg from San Luis Obispo said her agency 
does family focus programs and that her CAA needs more connection with the State on 
CAA programs.  Lloyd Throne suggested that the CAA’s get together with their staff to 
see where the future is going and what new opportunities would be available as the 
CAA’s receive more attention.  Helga Lemke mentioned that San Luis Obispo has been 
invited as an advocate of head start to meet with Obama’s transition team for 
community services.  
 
Tom Tenorio from CAA of Butte County gave the report for Cal/Neva in Tim Reese’s 
absence.  Tom mentioned the NCAF CSBG Needs Survey from David Bradley.  He said 
27 of the non-profit agencies in California responded to the survey.  Tom thanked the 
agencies that participated.  This was a very good response rate given the short turn 
around and the extensive nature of the narrative survey.  Cal/Neva is developing 
content for the Annual Conference and Poverty Summit in San Francisco at the 
Argonaut Hotel from Apr. 15-17.  Don Mathis, David Bradley and other VIP’s will be 
there.  Fred Drew, Board Member and President will be leaving Cal/Neva.  He will be 
going to Kern Community Foundation. Tom Tenorio will serve as the Interim Board of 
Directors President until the elections in April. 
 
 
Community Services Division Program News 
 
Pamela Harrison discussed that all States that receive CSBG funding are assigned a 
Program Specialist from the Office of Community Services (OCS) CSD’s program 
specialist is James Gray who holds quarterly conference calls with all States he is 
assigned.  The conference calls are to provide updates from the OCS perspective and 
provides the opportunity for States to discuss issues or areas of concerns.  During the 
last conference call Seth Hassett was introduced as the new Division of State 
Assistance (DSA) Director and has been in the position for seven weeks.  Seth  
informed the states that he is in an assessment period and currently no major changes 
are in the works but that FY 2009 will be a year of transition. This will be a time of  
uncertainty and change.  The new administration will bring their own advisors and 
managers to HHS.  Those from the previous administration, to include the OCS 
Director, will be leaving.  Upon the OCS Director’s departure, Dr. Yolanda Butler the 
OCS Deputy Director will most likely serve as the Acting OCS Director until the 
President appoints another Director.  Pamela discussed that CSD will be developing 
policies and procedures in preparation of a future monitoring visit from OCS.  CSD is 
not on the current OCS schedule that goes through 2010.  CSD will be implementing 
the requirements in the OCS tool to ensure compliance. When OCS monitors the States 
they will be focusing on the financial and will be tracking the CSBG funds from the 
States to the entities and back to the States. With the elimination of the State  
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funded Naturalization Program CSD is exempt from the hiring freeze.  The Community 
Services Division will be hiring new field representatives and a manager for the Field 
Operation Unit.  There will be agency reassignments with the hiring of the new staff.  If 
agencies have suggested topic areas or speakers to present at the CAC meeting to 
please contact Pamela. 
 
Foothill Unity Center 
 
Foothill Unity Center was founded in 1980 by Josephine Anderson and was 
subsequently incorporated as a non-profit organization in 1991.  In 2007, Foothill Unity 
Center received a provisional contact from CSD to provide services to the communities 
of the Foothills of Los Angeles.  Joan Whitenack, Executive Director and Betty 
McWilliams received the official designation letter from the Director of CSD on 
November 12, 2008. A video was shown to the network at the CAC meeting giving an 
overview of the Foothill Agency.  In the past year, the agency has distributed literally 
millions of pounds of food to over 2,200 unduplicated low-income families in the cities of 
Pasadena, Altadena, South Pasadena, Monrovia, Arcadia, Duarte, Sierra Madre, 
Bradbury, Baldwin Park, Irwindale and Azusa.  The Center provides vital assistance to 
help those in crisis to become self-sufficient.  Over 823,000 meals were provided to the 
low-income of the local community.  The Center also provides an array of other 
supportive services programs such as; transitional services for victims of domestic 
violence, motel voucher program, clothing/household goods vouchers, food stamps 
outreach, referrals, transportation program, work experience programs and thanksgiving 
and Christmas distribution. 
 
Lunchtime Speaker – Nathan Dietrich, District Director, Congresswoman Matsui 
 
Nathan Dietrich from Congresswoman Matsui’s office joined the CAC meeting at CSD. 
He spoke to the network about the recent Presidential election and said that the 
incoming President would be very supportive of community action.  Congress has 
passed a continuing resolution that expires March 6, 2009.  It is expected that States 
will receive the same level of funds as in FY 2008 ($57,976,671).  Mr. Dietrich said that 
medical and unemployment benefits would be addressed in the economic stimulus 
package.  He shared the priorities of Congresswoman Matsui.  First is flood protection,  
to fix Folsom Dam and the levies.  Second are the economy and the housing crisis.  He 
said the Congresswoman support a nine month stay on foreclosures.  Her third priority 
is the energy crisis and going “green”.  And fourth is health care and childcare.  Mr. 
Dietrich invited any questions or suggestions be sent to him at 501 I Street, Ste  
12-600, Sacramento, CA 95814 – (916) 498-5600.       
 
Meeting adjourned  


